
“Courtroom in the Classroom” 
 

A presentation of the Illinois Judges Association (IJA) 
 

Justice Carol Pope (Ret.), creator of the program 
 

Program Description:  
 
Students learn legal concepts best when they can actively engage and participate with actual case materials.  But 
for high school students studying our legal system, “engaging” might not be the first word that comes to mind.  So, 
what better way to bring the judicial process to life for civics and history classes than to bring a real live judge to 
the classroom? That’s the inspired idea behind the highly regarded in-school program called “Courtroom in the 
Classroom,” which is presented by the IJA. Presenters use PowerPoint, and it generally fits in a 40–60-minute class 
period. The target audience is high school juniors and seniors, and the presentation works best when the 
presenters seek ongoing involvement from students. 
 

Program Outline:  
 

The program focuses on a landmark United States Supreme Court case, New Jersey v. T. L. O., 469 U.S. 325. This 
decision dealt with a Fourth Amendment issue that should generate strong student opinions and a robust 
discussion. The case deals with the question of whether and to what extent it is constitutional for school officials 
to conduct a search of a student’s possessions at school without a warrant. 
 

Presenters will begin with an overview of the three branches of government and the Illinois court system. Students 
are then presented with a brief summary of the New Jersey v. T. L. O. case. The lower court decisions are given a 
very brief overview and an outline of U.S. Supreme Court results are reviewed. This is followed by a wide-ranging 
discussion of the case and the real-world ramifications of the holding.  The program aims to challenge students to 
engage in critical thinking about the legal issues involved in the case, and to connect those issues back to everyday 
life. If time allows, the presenters may also choose to review current U.S. Supreme Court precedent regarding 
Fourth Amendment jurisprudence and/or concepts regarding appeal rights and courts of review. 
 

Member judges will contact local area schools to participate in the program, which will target juniors and seniors 
in history, civics, or current events classes.  Through this community outreach effort, judges hope to open the eyes 
of students to the important role our courts play in our society today and perhaps inspire the lawyers and judges 
of the future. 
 

The Logistics:  
 

Target audience: High School Juniors and Seniors.  
 

Timing:​The most impactful presentations use student engagement throughout. Ideally, plan on 1-hour for the 
entire presentation OR tailor the presentation to fit into a shorter (i.e., 40-min.) class session. 
 

Size/Format: This program is designed to be perform as a synchronous, “live”, presentation. The program can be 
presented in-person or remotely via Zoom or Google Classroom to both small and large groups of students.   
 

 
 

 


