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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Judicial Excellence on

the Bench

Greetings, and welcome to the 2026 - 2027 Illinois
Judges Association year. It has been 55 years in
the making. This organization was formed in late
1971 to unify judges, strengthen the judicial system,
and improve the lives of judges. Continuing in that
same spirit, the theme for this year is “Judicial Ex-
cellence on the Bench and in the Community.”

Welcome, New IJA Leadership

The IJA proudly welcomed its new
leadership during the 2026 Annual
Meeting and Installation of

~ Officers, held on June 5, 2026, at
Chicago-Kent College of Law.

(see page 3)
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(see page 2)

IJA Officers

Hon. Patrice Ball-Reed, President

Hon. Julie Katz, Ist Vice President

Hon. Patricia Sheahan, 2nd Vice President
Hon. Heinz Rudolf, 3rd Vice President

Hon. Diann Marsalek, Secretary

Hon. Daniel L. Jasica, Treasurer
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(President’s Message continued from page 1)

| chose to continue the effort that Justice Elizabeth
Rochford initiated last year. She encouraged judg-
es to build bridges for the community, and it was
very successful. She personally traveled through-
out the state to all 25 Circuits and asked judges to
give presentations to organizations and community
groups. These presentations covered a myriad of
topics. In addition to continuing this effort, | hope
that judges will extend their support and knowledge
to organizations they are involved with in their com-
munities. This continued effort will exemplify Judicial
Excellence in the Community.

The other aspect of the theme is Judicial Excellence
on the Bench. This is implemented through three
different elements. The first element is self-care
through your physical efforts, such as exercise,
getting enough sleep, and eating good foods for
your well-being. The second element is self-care
focused on your mental health and well-being, such
as mindfulness, reducing stress, and balancing your
life efforts. The third element is professional skills
improvements, such as writing, courtroom man-
agement, and efficient decision making—ensuring
that each of us is capable, improved, and excellent
at our chosen profession.

Each of the committees of the IJA will support these
efforts by providing resources, access, and sup-
port. The committees are as follows: Budget — Diane
Shelley and Barbara Crowder; Educational Pro-
gramming — Marian Perkins and Veronica Armou-
ti; Emeritus Counsel — Lloyd Karmeier; In Schools
Programming — Araceli De La Cruz and Keith John-
son; Legislation — David Ellis and Chris Kolker; Media
— Cecelia Horan and Victoria Kennison; Membership
- Diana Lopez and Charles Smith; Pro Bono — Toya
Harvey and Shelly Vesogni; Retention — Stephanie
Saltouros and Rob Villa; Retired Judges — Dan We-
ber and Don Bernardi; Security — Fred Bates and Joe
Hettle; Travel — Dawn Gonzalez; and Wellness — Sara
McGann and Joseph Pederson. There are also rep-
resentatives from the five Judicial Districts on each
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committee to support the endeavors throughout
the state. Though the Gavel newsletter is not listed
as a committee, it is an important part of our con-
tinued success. Thank you to Celia Gamrath, Justice
Elizabeth Rochford, and Margot Holland.

The Officers are as follows: First Vice President Julie
Katz;, Second Vice President Patti O'Brien Sheahan;
Third Vice President Heinz Rudolf; Secretary Diann
Marsalek; and Treasurer Dan Jasica. They are also
an integral part of these efforts. They serve as liai-
sons to each of the committees depending on their
position. The Officers alternate between Cook and
various counties throughout the state.

| ask that you Get in where you Fit in. Please contin-
ue to support the lllinois Judges Foundation. As you
attend activities, please send photos and articles.

I hope that many of you will join me on our trip in
April 2027 to Barbados. More details and informa-
tion will be released as we have Travel Committee
meetings. As the year progresses, | look forward

to working with and promoting the IJA. Peace and
Prosperity to all.
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IJA Installs New Officers and Board of Directors

The IJA proudly welcomed its new leadership during the 2026 Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers,
held on June 5, 2026, at Chicago-Kent College of Law. Members from across lllinois gathered to celebrate
the IJA’s accomplishments, recognize dedicated service, and install the officers and directors who will lead
the IJA during the coming year.

The ceremony marked the installation of Judge Patrice Ball-Reed as the new President. Judge Ball-Reed
begins her term with the theme “Judicial Excellence on the Bench and in the Community,” emphasizing
the important role judges play not only in administering justice but also in fostering public trust, civic en-
gagement, and meaningful connections within their communities.

Joining President Ball-Reed on the Executive Committee are:

First Vice President: Judge Julie Katz

Second Vice President: Judge Patricia O'Brien Sheahan
Third Vice President: Judge Heinz Rudolf

Secretary: Judge Diann Marsalek

Treasurer: Judge Daniel L. Jasica

The IJA also welcomed its newly elected members of the Board of Directors, who represent courts from
across lllinois and bring a wealth of judicial experience and leadership to the organization.

Board of Directors

Cook County Outside Cook County
Judge Araceli De La Cruz Judge Amanda Ade Harlow
Judge Mitchell Goldberg Judge Mary Kay O’Brien
Judge Cecilia Horan Judge Veronica Armouti
Judge Tom Lyons Judge Scott Paccagnini

Judge Debra Walker
Outside Cook County — Second Three-Year Term

Cook County - Second Three-Year Term Judge Lindsay Parkhurst
Judge Alison Conlon Judge Jacquelyn Melius
Judge Diana Lopez Judge Michelle Vescogni

Judge Rouhy Shalabi
Judge Maura McMahon Zeller
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The IJA also extends its appreciation to Immediate Past President Justice Elizabeth Rochford for her out-
standing leadership over the past year. Under her presidency, the IJA expanded judicial outreach, strength-
ened member engagement, and advanced initiatives that connected judges with communities throughout
lllinois. Her leadership and dedication have left a lasting impact on the IJA and its members.

The installation ceremony was attended by members of the Supreme Court of lllinois, whose presence
underscored the importance of the occasion and the strong partnership shared among members of the llli-
nois judiciary. The IJA was also honored to welcome distinguished guests from the legal community, includ-
ing lllinois State Bar Association President Perry Browder, along with leaders from bar associations, law
schools, and the judiciary who joined in celebrating the new leadership.

Following the installation, members gathered for the Annual Meeting and the first Board of Directors meet-
ing of the new year, where plans were discussed for the coming year of programming, member services,
judicial education, civic outreach, and professional development.

The IJA looks forward to another successful year under President Ball-Reed's leadership as the IJA continues
its mission of promoting judicial excellence, supporting judges throughout lllinois, fostering public confi-
dence in the courts, and strengthening the connection between the bench and the communities it serves.

Congratulations to our newly installed officers and Board of Directors, and thank you to all who attended
this special celebration of leadership and service.
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IJA Celebrates America’s 250th Anniversary with
Statewide Pocket Constitution Initiative

In recognition of the 250th Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, [JA members joined
together in a statewide celebration of our nation’s
founding by distributing complimentary pock-
et-sized copies of the Declaration of Independence
and the United States Constitution to visitors at
participating courthouses throughout lllinois.

The July 1initiative brought judges, court staff, and
communities together to commemorate America’s
Semiquincentennial while highlighting the enduring
principles of liberty, equality, self~-government, and
the rule of law that continue to
shape our democracy.

From courthouses large and
small, [JA members welcomed
students, educators, attorneys,
families, and members of the
public, sharing these founda-
tional documents and encour-
aging conversations about the
importance of civic education
and our constitutional system
of government.

The enthusiastic participation
from judges across the state
made the initiative a tremen-
dous success. The accompa-
nying photographs capture
just a few of the many court-
houses where judges proudly
distributed pocket Constitu-
tions and engaged with mem-
bers of their communities in
celebrating this historic
milestone.

XEXNX

BEEEENERE

“The Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Constitution are
more than historical docu-
ments—they are the foundation of our system of
government and the rule of law,” said Judge Cecilia
Horan, Co-Chair of the IJA Media Committee. “By
making these pocket Constitutions available, we
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DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE

hoped to encourage civic engagement and foster a
deeper understanding of the principles that unite us
as a nation.”

The initiative also provided an opportunity to re-
inforce the essential role of an independent judi-
ciary in protecting constitutional rights, ensuring
equal justice under the law, and maintaining public
confidence in our courts. As judges interacted with
members of the public, many shared insights about
the judicial system and the importance of preserv-
ing the constitutional principles that have guided
our nation for 250 years.

This statewide effort reflects the
[JA’s ongoing commitment to civic
education and public outreach.
Through programs like Judges Go
to School Day, Page It Forward,
and community engagement ini-
tiatives, the IJA continues to build
bridges between the judiciary and
the communities we serve.

The IJA extends its sincere appre-
ciation to the judges, courthouse
staff, volunteers, and local court
personnel who helped make this
celebration possible. Their dedi-
cation and enthusiasm ensured
that thousands of lllinois residents
had the opportunity to take home
a copy of our nation’s founding
documents and reflect on the
freedoms and responsibilities they
represent.

XXNXEX

As the nation continues its 250th
Anniversary celebration, the IJA
remains committed to promoting
public understanding of the judi-
ciary, strengthening confidence in
our courts, and inspiring future generations through
education about the Constitution, the rule of law,
and the vital role of an independent judiciary.
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Thank you to every IJA member who participated in making this statewide initiative such a
meaningful success.

PLEASE
TAKEA
BOOKLET

TALE GRONTY
WEEBATES

Judges and court personnel from participating courthouses across lllinois joined the IJA in commemorating the 250th Anniversary of
the Declaration of Independence by distributing complimentary pocket-sized copies of the Declaration of Independence and

the United States Constitution, promoting civic education and celebrating the enduring principles of the rule of law and an
independent judiciary.
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Building Bridges Across lllinois: A Year of
Connection, Service, and Community

“The most meaningful connections happen when judges step beyond the courthouse and

into the communities they serve.”

When Justice Elizabeth Rochford began her term
as President of the lllinois Judges Association, she
challenged members with a simple but powerful
goal: Build Bridges from the Courthouse to the
Community.

One year later, that vision has grown into a state-
wide movement.

During her presidency, Justice Rochford accom-
plished an extraordinary milestone by visiting all 25
judicial circuits across lllinois, making 31 stops to
meet with judges, court personnel, and local lead-
ers. At each visit, she celebrated the important work
taking place in courthouses throughout the state
while encouraging judges to strengthen relation-
ships within their communities through education,
outreach, and service.

As a token of appreciation for each circuit’s hos-
pitality, Justice Rochford presented beautifully
crafted Matosian gavels and shared her famous
and delicious homemade cookies with judges and
courthouse staff—a small gesture that reflected the
warmth, collegiality, and fellowship that became
hallmarks of her presidency.

But the true success of the Building Bridges initiative
cannot be measured by miles traveled or circuits
visited.

It can be measured by the hundreds of lllinois judg-
es who answered the call.

Inspired by Justice Rochford’s challenge, judges
from every corner of the state stepped into class-
rooms, libraries, civic organizations, bar associa-
tions, and community events. They participated in
Judges Go to School Day, spoke with students about
the Constitution and the courts, mentored future
lawyers, hosted courthouse tours, engaged with
local organizations, and helped the public better
understand the role of the judiciary.

Together, these efforts touched the lives of thou-
sands of lllinoisans, strengthening civic under-
standing while fostering greater trust and confi-
dence in our courts.
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The IJA’s Pass the Gavel Challenge further encour-
aged members to share their outreach efforts, cre-
ating a statewide network of judges committed to
making meaningful community connections. More
than 100 members submitted their outreach ac-
tivities through the program, while hundreds more
participated in educational and community events
throughout the year.

The impact of these efforts extended far beyond
individual events. Every classroom visit, every com-
munity presentation, every courthouse tour, and
every conversation helped reinforce one of the IJA’s
most important goals: demonstrating that judges
are not only dedicated public servants inside the
courtroom, but also active partners in educating
and serving the communities of lllinois.

The photographs featured in this issue capture only
a small portion of the remarkable outreach that
took place during the past year. From north to south
and east to west, judges embraced opportunities
to engage with citizens of all ages, creating lasting
connections and inspiring a greater appreciation
for the rule of law and our system of justice.

Justice Rochford’s “Building Bridges” initiative has
left a lasting legacy for the IJA. It demonstrates

what is possible when judges intentionally engage
with their communities and reaffirms the important
role the judiciary plays in strengthening civic edu-
cation and public confidence in our courts.

While President Rochford's statewide tour has con-
cluded, the work continues.

The bridges built this year will continue to support
the I[JA’s mission of promoting judicial excellence,
fostering public trust, and encouraging judges to
remain visible, accessible, and engaged in the com-
munities they serve.

The IJA extends its heartfelt gratitude to Justice
Elizabeth Rochford for her visionary leadership
and to the hundreds of judges across lllinois who
embraced this initiative with enthusiasm and dedi-
cation.

Together, you didn't just build bridges—you
strengthened the connection between the judiciary
and the people of lllinois.

k& Hundreds of judges answered the call to
build bridges, touching the lives of thousands
of lllinoisans through education, outreach,
and community engagement.J3

Building Bridges Across lllinois: Throughout her presidential year, Justice Elizabeth Rochford visited all 25 judicial circuits, making 31

stops to meet with judges and court personnel while inspiring members statewide to connect with the communities they serve. The

following photo gallery highlights just a few of the many visits, presentations, school programs, and outreach events that made the

Building Bridges initiative such a remarkable success.
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Retired Judges Committee Hosts Outstanding CLE
and Fellowship Event in Springfield

The Retired Judges Committee once again
demonstrated its commitment to serving retired
members by hosting a highly successful contin-
uing legal education program on May 12, 2026, at
the historic Old State Capitol State Historic Site in
Springfield.

The program, “Retired Judge Benefits Update &
David Davis: Abraham Lincoln’s Favorite Judge,”
brought toget her retired judges from across lllinois
for a morning of education, fellowship, and histor-
ical reflection. The event highlighted the commit-
tee’s ongoing dedication to providing meaningful
programming tailored specifically to the interests
and needs of retired members.

Attendees enjoyed a diverse lineup of presentations
that combined practical information with engaging
historical and wellness topics.

The program opened with Justice Ray McKoski
(Ret.), who captivated attendees with his presenta-
tion exploring the life of Associate Justice David
Davis, Abraham Lincoln’s close friend, political ad-
visor, and favorite judge. Justice McKoski's insightful
presentation examined the remarkable relationship
between Davis and Lincoln while highlighting the
important role Davis played in lllinois history and the
development of our nation’s judiciary.

Retired judges also received valuable updates
from Tim Blair and Angie Ackerson of the Judges’
Retirement System, who provided important in-
formation regarding pension benefits, insurance,
and retirement resources. Their presentation gave
attendees the opportunity to stay informed about
matters affecting retired members and to ask
questions directly of retirement system representa-
tives.

Rounding out the morning, Dr. Matthew Harken-
rider, a specialist in Radiation Oncology, presented
the latest advances in the treatment of osteoar-
thritis pain. His discussion introduced attendees

to emerging therapies and medical innovations
designed to improve quality of life and mobility.
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Retired judges from across lllinois gathered at the historic Old
State Capitol in Springfield for a successful day of continu-

ing legal education, retirement updates, fellowship, and lunch
with members of the lllinois Supreme Court. Hosted by the IJA’s
Retired Judges Committee, the program reflected the IJA’s con-
tinued commitment to serving judges throughout every stage of
their careers.

Following the CLE program, participants enjoyed
lunch with members of the lllinois Supreme Court,
providing a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and
conversation among current and retired members
of the judiciary. Many attendees also took advan-
tage of guided tours of the beautifully restored Old
State Capitol, where Abraham Lincoln argued cases
and where so much of lllinois’ legal and political
history unfolded.

The IJA extends its sincere appreciation to the
Retired Judges Committee for organizing another
outstanding program that reflects the I[JA’s ongoing
commitment to serving members throughout every
stage of their judicial careers. By offering relevant
educational programming, practical retirement
resources, and opportunities for collegiality, the
committee continues to ensure that retired judges
remain engaged, informed, and connected to the
lllinois judiciary.

The IJA also thanks its presenters, and the Judges’
Retirement System and lllinois State Bar Associa-
tion for co-sponsoring the event, and everyone who
helped make the day such a memorable success.
Programs like this are a reminder that retirement
from the bench does not mark the end of service

to the profession. It marks the beginning of a new
chapter of lifelong learning, mentorship, and con-
tinued fellowship within the IJA.
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JUDGES ARE...

by Hon. Elizabeth M. Rochford

The warm weather has finally arrived, but hot temperatures won’t wither the commitment of our
lllinois judges to the advancement of the judiciary, promotion of the legal profession, and helping

our communities.

It is with great pride, and genuine pleasure that | share a glimpse of the outstanding work and
achievements of our lllinois judges. As always, sincere thanks to all who contributed by sharing
information. Please continue to send details of the good work and accomplishments lllinois judges
to my attention at erochford@illinoiscourts.gov or to Margot Holland at info@ijao.com.

| am proud to share that JUDGES ARE...

RECEIVING AWARDS, AWARDS, AWARDS

The CBA'’s Earl B. Dickerson Award honoring minority
lawyers and judges whose careers at the bar emulate
Dickerson’s courage and dedication was presented to
lllinois Supreme Court CHIEF JUSTICE P. SCOTT NEVILLE, JR,,
and JUDGE ARNETTA R. HUBBARD.

JUDGES PATRICE BALL-REED, FRED BATES, KOULA FOURNI-
ER, JILL CERONE MARISIE, DIANN MARSALEK, ABBY FISHMAN
ROMANEK, and LUCY VAZQUEZ GONZALEZ were honored
by the Chicago Bar Association with its Vanguard Award
for making the legal profession more accessible to and
reflective of the community at large.

The Women'’s Bar Association of lllinois honored JUDGE
BRIDGET DUIGNAN with the President’s Award and JUSTICE
ELIZABETH M. ROCHFORD with the Myra Bradwell Award at
its annual installation dinner.

CHIEF JUDGE CHARLES S. BEACH was recognized at the
ABOTA lllinois Law Day luncheon and the Justinian Society
of Lawyers dinner.

TAKING TIME FOR TEA

JUSTICE MARY KAY O'BRIEN brought the house down with
her inspiring keynote address at the lllinois State Bar As-
sociation’s Women and the Law annual tea party, which
celebrates and supports women in the legal profession.

TRIAL SUPERSTARS

the CBA sponsored seminar, “Trial Superstars on Present-
ing Your Case: Trial Strategies and Innovations,” featured
JUDGES THOMAS V. LYONS, Il and NICHOLE C. PATTON as
presenters.
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JUDGING OFF THE BENCH

JUDGES ANDREW J. GLEESON and JOSEPH C. PEDERSEN and
JUSTICE DEBRA B. WALKER put their reviewing and editing
skills to good use as judges in the ISBA 2026 Lincoln Award
Writing Contest.

INSPIRING THE NEXT CLASS

JUSTICE JESSE REYES and JUDGE CECILIA HORAN spoke to
undergraduate students at the Loyola University Pre-Law
Society, providing guidance and encouragement for fu-
ture careers in law.

TAKING IT TO THE FINALS

Loyola University College of Law’s moot court program
invited JUDGE SARAH ELLIS and JUSTICES JESSE REYES and
ELIZABETH ROCHFORD to participate as judges for the final
round of competition.

Northern lllinois University Law School’s final competition
round was judged by JUSTICE JOHN ANDERSON, JUDGE
MARGARET SCHNEIDER, and JUSTICE ELIZABETH ROCHFORD.

MOCKING IT UP

Many lllinois judges participated in the ISBA’s High School
Mock Trial competition as judges this year, as always.
Some students had pre-competition visits with judges in
the courthouse who offered sound advice and encour-
agement. JUDGES JOHN O'GARA, DOMINIC KUJAWA, JR.,
and HEINZ RUDOLPH all shared tips from their vast trial ex-
perience with students at O’Fallon Township High School.
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RUNWAY READY

CBA'’s inspiring “Pageants, Professionalism and Power”
CLE program featured a panel of lawyers and judges who
have translated their experience in pageants to honing
legal and power skills in their professional lives. The panel
included JUDGES AMANDA BYASSEE GOTT, NICHOLE C. PAT-
TON, and HEATHER NEAVEILL.

NOT QUITTERS
Retired lllinois Supreme Court Chief JUSTICE ROBERT
THOMAS joined Taft Law Firm as Senior Counsel.

Clifford Law Offices welcomed former lllinois Appellate
Court JUSTICE TERRENCE J. LAVIN as Of Counsel.

PROMOTING AND FOSTERING EQUAL TREATMENT

The Alliance of lllinois Judges, formed by and serving in
support of LGBTQ+ judges, served as Grand Marshal at
the 2026 Chicago pride parade. The honor was bestowed
in acknowledgement of decades of leadership advocacy

and service to Chicago’s LGBTQ+ community and beyond.

TAKING THE LEAD

The Women's Bar Association of lllinois welcomed Finan-
cial Secretary JUDGE MEGAN GOLDISH as an officer, while
extending gratitude to its retiring officers and directors for
their service, including JUDGES DEBJANI DESAI and ANTARA
NATH RIVERA.

The lllinois Jewish Judges Association celebrated its new
officers: President, JUDGE MEGAN GOLDISH; 1Ist Vice Presi-
dent, JUDGE LORI RUBEN; 2nd Vice President and Treasurer,
JUDGE DIANA KENWORTHY; Secretary, JUDGE SCOTT TZIN-
BERG; and Immediate Past President, JUDGE NEIL COHEN.
JUDGES MARTIN AGRON, JENNIFER BARRON, JOEL CHUPACK,
JAMIE DICKLER, HERRY ESRIG, CARRIE HAMILTON, SHARON
KANTER, MARY MIKVA, ABBEY ROMANEK, and DANIEL SHANES
will support the lllinois Jewish Judges Association as
members of its Board of Directors.

Incoming Chicago Bar Association Board of Managers
includes JUDGES JORGE L. ALONSO and MICHAEL T. MULLEN.
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TAKING A VICTORY LAP

JUDGE NICHOLE C. PATTON was praised and applauded
for her leadership as she concluded her term as CBA
President.

The CBA thanked and acknowledged its outgoing Board
of Managers for their service and dedication, including
JUSTICE RENA MARIE VAN TIME and JUDGES NISHA N. DOT-
SON, KENYA A. JENKINS-WRIGHT, and ANDREA R. WOOD.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

JUDGE JEFFREY A. GOFFINET who co-chairs the Supreme
Court Al Task Force was the keynote speaker at the CBA's
seminar “Al 2035: The Legal Profession and the Judiciary
in the Age of Artificial Intelligence”.

SWEARING THEM IN

JUSTICES MARY KAY O'BRIEN and ELIZABETH M. ROCHFORD
and JUDGE BRIDGET C. DUIGNAN did the honors of ad-
ministering the oaths to the Women'’s Bar Association of
lllinois officers and board of directors at the 2026 installa-
tion dinner.

JUSTICE ROCHFORD was privileged to swear in the presi-
dent of the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago.

STRONGER TOGETHER

the Illinois State Bar Association and the IJA hosted
“Stronger Together Supporting Women in the Legal
Profession.” The event was moderated by retired ISBA
president JUDGE BRIDGET DUIGNAN and retired JUDGE
MARY COLLEEN ROBERTS. The judicial panel included re-
tired CHIEF JUSTICES RITA B. GARMAN and ANNE M. BURKE,
along with sitting JUSTICES JOY V. CUNNINGHAM, MARY KAY
O’BRIEN, and ELIZABETH M. ROCHFORD.

GOING TO THE HEAD OF THE CLASS

JUDGE LOUIS ARANDA met with 12 different classes at Gary
Elementary School in West Chicago on the role and the
work of our courts. Judge Aranda also does outreach
through the lllinois Latino Judges Association and the
Hispanic Lawyers Association, at Aurora University, and
for the | AM READY law school admissions program, just
to name a few! Judge Aranda is tirelessly and enthusias-
tically dedicated to guiding and inspiring students and
helping them to make dreams come true!
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INSPIRING PROFESSIONALISM

JUDGE JOSEPH D. PANARESE was appointed to serve as a
commissioner of the Supreme Court’'s Commission on
Professionalism.

GIVING SOUND GUIDANCE

JUDGES HEINZ RUDOLPH, LEAH CAPTAIN, and ELAINE LeCHIEN
provided good advice on the dangers of social media to
high school students at Mascoutah High School.

ADVISING ON BEST PRACTICES

JUSTICES JOY V. CUNNINGHAM, ELIZABETH M. ROCHFORD,
AURELIA PUCINSKI, RENA M. VAN TINE, and DAVID R. NAVAR-
RO were guided and moderated by JUDGE ALON STEIN in
sharing “Do’s and Don'ts” of practice before the lllinois
Supreme and Appellate Courts.

HELPING DRIVERS GET BACK ON TRACK

Judges from the Traffic Division of the Circuit Court of
Cook County participated in a Driver’s License Reinstate-
ment Expo at Malcom X College in Chicago. The program
is designed to help lllinois residents resolve suspensions
of revocations. The program boasts assistance to more
than 6,500 drivers.

ILLINOIS ]UDGES
ASSOCIATION
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CELEBRATING DEMOCRACY 250

JUSTICES MARY S. SCHOSTOK, CHRISTOPHER M. KENNEDY,
and MARGARET J. MULLEN, in addition to CHIEF JUDGE DAN-
IEL B. SHANES and JUDGE MICHAEL BETAR, and along with
retired judges RAYMOND McKOSKI, DIANE E. WINTER, JANE
WALLER, and CHARLES JOHNSON, all drafted and published
articles in celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the
United States of America.

JUSTICE CYNTHIA COBBS, JUDGE ANKUR SRIVASTAVA, and
JUSTICE ELIZABETH ROCHFORD spoke with students from
Chicago High Schools at an exchange at Chicago-Kent
College of Law focused on the past, present, and future of
the courts. JUSTICE DAVID K. OVERSTREET, JUDGES ANDREW
GLEESON, and HEINZ RUDOLPH presented to students from
Roxana High School and East High School in Metro East.

SPREADING THE WORD ON ACCESS TO JUSTICE

JUSTICES MARY KAY O’BRIEN and ELIZABETH ROCHFORD ad-
dressed local legislative staff in their respective districts
on the important role of legal aid organizations in deliver-
ing access to justice.

AND LAST, BUT MOST CERTAINLY NOT LEAST,
REMEMBERED WITH PRIDE, RESPECT, AND GRATITUDE

JUDGE CAROLE BELLOWS

Enjoy the benefits of IJA membership.

Join or renew today
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Mark Your Calendar: Upcoming IJA Events

As we begin another exciting year of programming, we encourage members to save the dates for
several upcoming IJA events. These programs provide opportunities to connect with colleagues, pro-
mote wellness, give back to our communities, and engage in continuing judicial education.

Race Judicata
Thursday, August 13, 2026

Join Team IJA for Race Judicata, Chicago’s premier 5K
Run/Walk benefiting Chicago Volunteer Legal Services.
Whether you're an experienced runner or simply enjoy a
leisurely walk, this annual event is a wonderful opportu-
nity to promote wellness, support access to justice, and
enjoy an evening of camaraderie with judges, attorneys,
and members of the legal community.

We hope to see a strong showing of IJA members at this
year's race!

Chief Judges Dinner
Thursday, September 17, 2026

The IJA will once again host its annual Chief Judges Din-
ner, bringing together Chief Judges from across the state
for an evening of fellowship, collaboration, and discussion
of issues affecting the lllinois judiciary.

This annual gathering continues to strengthen relation-
ships among judicial leaders while celebrating our shared
commitment to judicial excellence and service.

Pro Bono Week and IJA Month of Service
Pro Bono Week: October 25-31, 2026
IJA Month of Service: November 2026

This fall, the IJA is expanding its commitment to commu-
nity engagement and service.

During National Pro Bono Week (October 25-31), the IJA
will partner with the Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI) to
present a special online program highlighting the impor-
tance of pro bono service and ways judges can support
access to justice. Additional program details and regis-
tration information will be announced soon.

Building on that momentum, the IJA will launch its Month
of Service throughout November, encouraging judges
across lllinois to give back to their communities by or-
ganizing volunteer projects in their local areas. Whether
serving at a food pantry, mentoring students, participat-
ing in community service projects, or supporting local
nonprofit organizations, members will have the opportu-
nity to demonstrate the judiciary’s commitment to service
beyond the bench.

Together, these initiatives reflect the IJA’s dedication to
strengthening communities, fostering civic engagement,
and exemplifying the spirit of public service that defines
our profession.
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Joint ISBA and IJA Mid-Year Meeting
December 10-11, 2026

Mark your calendar for the annual Joint Mid-Year Meeting
of the lllinois State Bar Association and the 1JA.

This popular event offers outstanding educational pro-
gramming, timely discussions on issues affecting the
legal profession and judiciary, and valuable opportunities
to connect with judges, attorneys, and legal leaders from
across lllinois.

More information, including the program agenda and
registration details, will be available this fall.

We look forward to seeing you at these upcoming
events as we continue to strengthen our profession,
support one another, and advance the IJA’s mission of
Judicial Excellence on the Bench and in the Community.

We hope you'll join us!

Upcoming lllinois Judges Foundation

Events
Mark your calendars and join the Illinois Judges Founda-
tion at these upcoming events!

IJF Annual Golf Outing

Friday, August 21, 2026

12:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Odyssey Golf Foundation | Tinley Park, Illinois

IJF Billy Goat Softball 2026

Thursday, September 10, 2026

4:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.

Union Park & Billy Goat Tavern | Chicago, lllinois

2026 lllinois Judges Foundation Annual Reception
Wednesday, September 23, 2026

5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

161 N. Clark Street, 12th Floor

Chicago, lllinois 60601

IJF & Land of Lincoln Legal Aid Annual Southern lllinois
Golf Outing

Thursday, October 1, 2026

11:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.

St. Clair Country Club | Belleville, lllinois

Your participation helps support the lllinois Judges Foun-
dation’s mission while providing opportunities to connect
with colleagues from across the state. We look forward to
seeing you at these events!

The Gavel



