Seven Reasons to Leave the Party

Seven Reasons to Leave the Party is a judge-led educational presentation designed to give
middle school and high school students a clear, real-world understanding of how everyday
teenage decisions can quickly lead to serious legal and life consequences. Delivered by a sitting
or retired judge on behalf of the Illinois Judges Association, the program draws on authentic
courtroom experience to explain how the justice system responds to underage drinking, drug use,
impaired driving, fighting, and sexual decision-making.

The presentation follows a realistic party scenario—one students immediately recognize—and
walks through how such gatherings are typically discovered: neighbor complaints, traffic stops,
roadside safety checks, parent calls, or anonymous tips. From there, the judge guides students
through what happens once law enforcement becomes involved and explains the legal
consequences room by room, including the kitchen, bedroom, basement, car, back porch, and
street.

Judges use this framework to explain critical legal concepts in accessible, age-appropriate
language, including:

Why possession does not require ownership

How “control” of a space or vehicle can lead to criminal liability

How zero-tolerance DUI laws apply to drivers under 21

The legal risks associated with drugs, alcohol, paraphernalia, fighting, false
identification, and age-based sexual offenses

Students learn how these behaviors can result in fines, loss of driving privileges, probation,
mandatory treatment, school discipline, criminal records, jail or prison time, and long-term loss
of privacy and trust. The presentation emphasizes that many of these consequences extend well
beyond high school and can affect college admissions, employment, and future opportunities.

The core message centers on the Seven Reasons to Leave the Party:
Death, No Car, Criminal Record, No Time, No Privacy, No Money, and No Trust.

Judges reinforce these themes using real statistics, timelines illustrating impaired judgment, and
examples drawn from actual cases—without naming parties or sensationalizing outcomes.

The program concludes with a message of empowerment and accountability. Judges emphasize
that leaving an unsafe situation is not about fear or punishment, but about protecting one’s future.
By presenting the justice system honestly and predictably—rather than abstractly—Seven
Reasons to Leave the Party equips students with the knowledge and confidence to make safer
choices before consequences become irreversible.



*#* This presentation is provided solely for educational and informational purposes. The judge
presenter does not offer legal advice, does not comment on pending or impending cases, and
does not express opinions on how any specific case should be decided. Any examples or
scenarios discussed are hypothetical or generalized and are not based on identifiable individuals.
The presentation is intended to promote public understanding of the law and the judicial system
in a manner consistent with judicial ethics and impartiality.



