“Worries of the World Wide Web”

A presentation of the Illinois Judges Association (IJA)

Program Description

Younger and younger kids have access to cell phones and other technology. They and
their classmates have the ability to instantly send and receive texts, pictures, and videos.
Students are using their phones and other forms of technology to send texts to harass and bully
classmates, to send nude or partially nude photographs of themselves or others to one another, to
forward or distribute those same photos to large groups of students, and to take pictures and/or
videotape of school fights, underage drinking/drug use, and other types of criminal behavior like
vandalism. The end result: more and more juveniles are being charged with crimes including
but not limited to harassment through the use of an electronic device, sexting, and possession
and/or distribution of child pornography.

The Illinois Judges Association (IJA) hopes to address these types of behaviors with
students before they ever occur through their presentation entitled “Worries of the World Wide
Web”. The presentation (approximately 45 to 60 minutes) provides 6™ through 8" grade students
with information about the increasing problems of cyberbullying, electronic harassment, and
sexting/pornography along with the consequences of poor choices when using social media. The
fast-moving, tech-savvy presentation includes national and local news television reports detailing
how junior high and high school students “just like them” have been charged for threatening to
do harm to a school, cyberbullying, sexting, and child pornography. The judges also share their
courtroom experiences to make the presentation interactive and engaging for the students. The
goal of the program is to educate the students about the use of social media and to prevent them
from ever using social media in a way that requires them to appear in court.

The presentation starts with exploring bullying and electronic harassment. The program
then shifts to discussing sexting and child pornography. Using real life examples, the judges will
explain how seemingly private texts, pictures, and videos are actually not private and explain
how a semi-nude or nude selfie could be shared with hundreds of their classmates and posted on
the internet. Students will learn how a person who possesses and/or shares the picture could be
charged criminally with sexting, child pornography, and/or distribution of child pornography.
The presentation ends with a question-and-answer session and a video entitled “Cyberbullying
Victims” which is a compilation of pictures and a short summary of teenagers who have taken
their own lives as a result of being victimized on social media.



Logistics

Target audience:
Timing:

Size:
Equipment:
Arrival:
History:
Media/Guests:

Parents:

6™, 7™ and 8" graders

To allow for student questions at the end, plan on 1 hour for the entire

presentation.

The program is more effective with a smaller group and may be best for one

grade level. However, the program can be given in gyms to the entire school.

Laptop, projector, sound system, and microphone(s).

Arrive 30 minutes to one hour early to set up.

It is a good idea to speak to your school liaison prior to the presentation to

learn if there have been any social media issues in or around the school.

With the school’s permission, local community leaders, judges and media will
be invited.

It is up to the school to decide if they would like to invite parents to attend.

Schools have at times set it up so you will give it to the parents the night

before you give it to the school.



