
Page It Forward 

A presentation of the Illinois Judges Association (IJA) 

Program Description 

Justice Mary Schostok of the Second District Appellate Court, Second District (and former president of 

the Illinois Judges Association) said it best: “Our reading project is one small step, which we hope will 

inspire young students to appreciate the value of books as they learn a little about history and our 

system of justice directly from a sitting judge.”  This program aims to encourage reading, value, and 

enjoyment.  The event takes place in the classroom.  The presenter will donate one copy of each of the 

following five (5) books to the classroom courtesy of the IJF: “Abe Lincoln’s Hat” by Martha Brenner; 

“George Washington and the General’s Dog” by Frank Murphy; “Sonia Sotomayor: A Little Golden Book” 

by Silvia Lopez; “Malala: A Hero for All” by Shana Corey; and “Who Is Ketanji Brown Jackson?” by Sheila 

P. Moses and Who HQ. 

 

Program Outline 

This program is very popular during the IJA’s Annual Judges Go to School Day on February 12th - Lincoln’s 

birthday, but can be delivered at any time throughout the school year.  

The presenter provides the teacher with a list of the five (5) books for them to choose which book would 

be the most fitting for the judge to read to their class.  All five (5) books will be donated to the class. The 

presenter will wear their robe while reading the selected book to the class.  Once the book has been 

read, the presenter starts a discussion about the book to elicit participation from the students.  The 

presenter will also ask whether the students have any general questions. Presenters may bring items 

such as their gavel or an extra robe for the students to experience.  

 

The Logistics 

Target audience:        Kindergarten to Fourth (4th) grade 

Timing:    The most impactful presentations use student engagement throughout.  Plan for 30 to 45 

minutes depending on the ages of the children. 

Size/Format:   This is a “live” presentation.  The program has been presented in-person to both small and 

large groups of students.  
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